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earnestly, but not regularly or systematically. Ever and
anon my conscience smote me for the irregularity in my
devotions, and I became terribly anxious and earnest,
and formed many resolutions for good. I think I can
claim all along that I had a loose but sincere desire to do
good in ways open to me. I believe that I have so far
been swayed by this motive all my life.

It is proper to add that already in my boyish days
there had begun a reaction against the moderatism of the
previous century. In the parish we had two ministers,
who were kind to me personally. We had first Dr. Paul,
and after Mm Dr. Paton, who was settled later in Glas-
gow. They both preached the gospel in carefully pre-
pared sermons. They were much respected, but scarcely
succeeded in rousing the people, who for several ages
had been under lethargic influence. What was needed
first of all and above all was a John the Baptist to pre-
pare the way of the Lord.

It was when I was so placed and thus exercised that I
was sent to Glasgow University, at the premature age of
thirteen.and I did not care to be a
